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# mid-sized learner bike
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&= that can grow with you.

Womndy by JEREMY BOWUDLER, photography by LUFL BARTIN

owe. That looks great.” That's
abwans the first comment
vou get. “What is it?" That's
always the second,
-H_'|I'\l'\1ll11l|-'l MNever heare of 1t You l.~.i1|. '
friend, you will,
Hyosung, a Korean company, has taken
a leal from Ducati's book to produce a
matorcycle specifically to comply with the MNSW,
ACT and Tasmanian LAMs [Leamer J";p[lm-.frl
Muotoroycte) legislation. Basically, this means
that there are two versions of the model in the
range. The full noise, 58.5kW version for the
rest of Australia and a resticted 24,65 version
for the three LAMs stales,
The mestricthon amounis Lo spacers in the carbs
which restnct the monvement of the shides. 1l 5
an casy job b0 dspense with the restnclon one
the provisional period & over and you are legally
dllowed to ride the full-spec version, though
the begality of this & dublows if the bike camies
a compliance plate stating it & a3 LAMs wrsion,
Replacing the restrictors would be the wise move
'|'!,|'|I."|| ||fr|L' CLETH™ ll'!l H‘” lili.' 1r|,,l|,'h|r||.'.
S0 what's the point ol bayng a guiless

650 when there & a perfectly good machine
sitting next to it on the dealer’s Nloor? That's a
question marny prospective custome s will pose,
but the answer s that it makes a lob of sense.
Firstly, biying a restricted machine which can be
derestricted means you don't have to trade up to
another hike wihen the fime comes, thus saang
vou a lot of money in the process. Secondky,
and more importantly, is the way in which the
restnction works. Limiting the throtile shdes {and
not the gnition or engine management) means
that you still get the full performance of the
machine until the shide resirictors come into play
and you still get all of the handling performance
af the machine, which has nol been bt down
to match the power.

There & another benefit, however, and
that is that the bike effectively switches off
the power once the tacho needle reaches
5800rpm. That means, for a learner, there & a
manageable rev range that allows you to get
used to how a bike operates, without having
to worry about where in the full, 10,500rpm
range the necdle s sithing, It also means
that the power delivery is gentle, predictable,



“...the power delivery is gentle,
redictable, smooth and easy to

ive with...”
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The dyno chart clearly shows the effect of the
restrictors - nice power to a point and then not
much more until surgery’s complete.
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no more power developed,
sl a seemimgly endless plateaw = perfect for
someane gelting intoe motoreyeling,

And if 24,6kW sounds like nothing in
companson to the ful-noise version, it s sl
mare than enouah 1o have the bike hauling
up the (Hd Boad indicating double the comer
advisory signs = more than enough for some
SEMOLS Tin

Il fun s I||||;;|||||I o %odl Iy 8 chasses
that steers beautifully and tyres that roll
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and ks, at last, a really ¢ native to the
ubiguitows 250 learne

Of course, the performance of enging and

chassks counts for little iT the machine @ plug

utghy, but Hyosung has cleverly integrated some
dirverse stvling clements into a cohesive whole.
Il-lhluilll:: aArcundd § ke, it 15 easy to spol the
siyling milvences. Where the bike shines 15

in the way they have been integrated mto an

merall |||"--||I| Thae hake 15 d':1r|1 anil '~|'|.|I'~f!.

either in hall 15) and full-Faiming (R) Fvery,

Other carcfully cafied tonche
assumplions of Korean guality. Upside-dow
forks and adjustable damping at the front ane
a really nice touch on a budget machine hike
this, a5 & the multi-function digitg] dash, eeen
if, on the testiuke, the buttons wene a liltle b
to use, The Fairing & split into left and nght-
hami ||.|r'|"-. which will cut repair costs rom
that almost inevitable tumble anad the taikpieo
has one incredibly simple yet incredibly useiul
'1I.'.|Fr mdLiril ||"||||_ Fricalh 1k ol part of the
grabrail, making tyving on gear easier than on
almast anything else

"..1.-:II:. COITipaaes Bogs] Ie |_i'||||:i||-5;:. therived
from MotoGP in their bikes. Hyosung has chosen
a very simple scimple of this. The first time |
maticed it was on one of Mick Doohgm's NsR500
GP two=strokes. The footrest brackets wene dnlbed
and tapped 1o make shifting the pegs to different
[kt thie work of 3 few s Anicl naw

Hyosung has offered the same adjustability with



the GTEH05. 1t's an incredibly simple thing, but
allows a huge range of adjustment to the riding
position and & a very mice detail.

This level of attention Lo detail is rellected
in the rest of the bike. Build quality looks high,
with the metal, 17-litre tank offering good
range as well a5 accephing a magnehc tankbag.
The pillion squab opens via the ignition key

to reveal some storage, and a big red release
button for the nder's seat.

The obvious competition in the market s
from Suzuki's SW6505 - park them side by side
and it's easier to spol the similarities than the
differences. Hyosung claims a little more power
(5B.5kW 10 52.95] but a little more weight

POWER TO THE PEOPLE

50 how does doubling the power make a bike
hehave? lt's & question any owner would be over
the moon to discover. With the Hyosung GTES0,
it's easy. Simply have your dealer remave the carb
restrictors and there you are. We took the oppor-
tunity of testing a de-restricted GTH50R alongside
the restricted S-model with alacnity...

50 what difference does more power maka? The
gngine performance was, as you'd imagine, worlds
apart. No longer hitting a horsapower ceiling at
5800rpm, the GTR pulled through to redline, with a
nice throbbing note and a broad, flat powerband
that was just as nice i its delivary as the restrictod
bike had been. Nice easy power at your command.

The extra go did highlight some handling quirks
that were not apparant in restrictad form, howav-
ar. The principal ong was a tendency for the rear
shock to become a hittle ovenwhelmed when the
pace was upped. It was a case of the damping not
being quite matched to the spring and this mani-
fested itself with the spring sagging under accel-
gration 5o the back end dropped and then, as the
damping struggled to keep up, the back would go
into @ slow cycle of rebound and compression

This sounds much worse than it was on the
road, with the overall effect being a slight wallow
in cornars, and not much worsa than mast bikes.

It was aasy to ignora and certainly didn’t hamper
higher spead, more open road nding, thowgh i
was noticeable in tight, technical cormers.

We raised the rear preload from the lowest sel-
ting to three natches up and this improved matters
dramatically, raising the raar ride haight and put-
ting more weight on the front end. Actually alter-
ing the preload was a case of heave and grunt
and skinned knuckles as the detents on the spring
collar are quite heavily recessed and changmng the
predoad was not semething you'd want to do again
and agamn leven if the set-up Is easier to alter than
would ba the case with the threaded collar seen
on many bikes these days).

Towards the and of tha test loop, when the
going became more open and the speeds rose, the
Hyosung actually handied better than the Suzuki
| SVESDS we had on the same test loop @ week or
s0 earlier, with none of the Suzuki's vague fromt
end at speed. The engine felt smoother through
thie seat of the pants, too, although the Suruki's
urgent throb was by no means unpleasant.
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(180kg to 171]. The Hyosung has adjustable
damping al the front, the Suzuki adjustable
preload. The Suzuki, with its fuel injection

is undoubtedly more sophisticated, but for a
leamer this s not necessanly the be all and
end all. Londg-term reliability and resale values
are vet to be established for the Hyosung, but
aguain, that s relative,

From an all-round perspective, the Suzuk
shades the Hyosung, but there are two critical
things that now come into play. The Hyosung
is £2191 cheaper than the Suzuki and it is
LAMS legal.

And, for a beginner, that might be enough
io make a difference. tw

The increased engine power and hence the
increased speeds also highlighted the soft nature
of the brakes, which lacked the aggressne urgen-
CY We Ve Come to expect even if, once you get
dialled in they are more than adequate. On the up
side, thair gentlaness will appeal to leamars who
find aggressive front brakes a litthe intimidating.

Another quibbie is the digital dash. The unit on
the GTR proved as difficult as the S-model’s, with
buttons that were simply too hard to use,

Apart from that, the full power verson proved
just as pleasant to ride as the resiricted version
{and a lot mare fun with the extra power]. Mo matter
what the shoricomings = and most of these could
be easily overcoma - it's a lot of bike for the money

¥ ENGINE

Liguid-cooked, transyerse-crank, B0-degrae V-bwin lout

strpke enging. Chain-driven double oveshesd camshatts
apergting bour valves per cylinder. Wt sump lubsicatsan

CLAIMED MAX. POWER 24 B at SEOOrpm

[58 SkWY 81 30D0rpm)
CLAIMED BAX. TOROLE A [68.1Nm at 7500rpm]
BOAE ¥ STROKE §1.5 x 62mm
CAPACITY : Tee
COMPRESSION RATIO 1.5
MAK ENGINE SPEED 10 SO0 pm
FUEL BMETERING 7 % Mikini BOSRI%man CV carba

Ff TRANSMISSION

Gear primary drive thiough wet mult-plate clutch to s
speed constani-mesh geathox Chain fina! drove, Cable
clutch petuatian

Ff FRAMES & BRAKES

Tuibigliir -g1mel trelis frame wath boa-3ectan FhAan G Em
Twvin Bw-pision caliper disc brakes aof the front. Single
tweo=-peston calper dic brake @1 the reas 100 x 17 front
and 5.00 x 1T rear whoels

CLAIMED FRONT SUSPENSION TRAVEL 10mm
CLAMAED REAR WHEEL TRAVEL 110enm
FRONT BRAKE DIAMETER 300mm
REAR BRAKE DIAMETER, S ZHlmm
FRONT TYRE Piralli Diablo 120060 ZH17{554V)
REAR TYRE Piralli Dixble 180060 ZA17(BIW)
F DIMENSIONS

CLANMED DAY WEIGHT iBlkg
SEAT HEIGHT TBOmm
WHEELBASE 1435mm
HAKE THAIL H5TNA
FUEL CAPACITY m
ANERAGE FUEL CONSUMPTION B.G6L/100km

# COLOUR CHOICE
Hatl Chilk Red, 8-Ball Bisck

F£ TEST MACHINE

MANUFACTURER Hyosung Motor Co
TEST MACHINE Myosung Motars Australia
FRICE $5999 |55395] - ore
WARRANTY M mortha/unlimited km
CALL (00 S507 4644
WA e METrs COm B




